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Influences  

We draw inspiration from the world-
renowned educational approach in 
Reggio Emilia, Northern Italy. This is 
not a methodology, but a philosophy, 
pedagogy and practice, developed 
across the city over the last 70 years 
in schools that serve 0 - 13 year olds. 

Reggio Inspired  

From the approach in Reggio Emilia 
we have drawn the following 
inspiration:  

✦  The image of the child as strong, 
competent and capable 

✦ Project-based learning 

✦ The value of children’s own 
interests and ideas  

✦ The need for capable, 
experienced, thoughtful teachers  

✦ Recognising the status of the 
environment as the ‘third 
teacher’ 

✦ Giving children time, to develop 
individual readiness in learning 

✦ A recognition of the many 
‘expressive languages’ of 
children 

✦ Documentation as a process of 
assessing and sharing 
understandings of children, and as 
a fundamental part of planning and 
developing curriculum. This means 
that we do not need to  use testing 
or worksheets. 

GHA NURSERY  
 A Guide for Parents  

Our Vision  
We believe all children have the right to develop as creative, competent 
learners in an inspiring environment, with lots of access to the outdoors. 
We also believe children are part of society, and need time to make many 
connections, with each other and with the adults around them. Our vision 
is to create a Nursery that values caring, respectful relationships and 
supports children appropriately in all aspects of their education. 

We believe that children learn through:  
• Active Learning  
• Playing and Exploring  
• Creating and thinking critically  

Play is a central part of young children’s learning. It is a crucial 
element in supporting children’s health, development and well-being 
and a means through which they experiment, develop their abilities, get 
creative and explore the world around them.   

We offer opportunities for pure play and playful learning experiences.  
Through play, children:  
• explore ideas, feelings and relationships 
• take risks, make mistakes and try things without fear of failure. 

 Play can push out the limits of what is possible and help children 
to be creative, flexible and imaginative for sustained periods. 
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Prime areas of Learning  

Children’s personal, social and 
emotional development, of which 
behaviour is an aspect, is central to the 
learning process and is vital element 
of education.  

At Nursery children become part of a 
bigger community where they learn to 
develop an awareness of other 
people’s feelings and also to learn to 
accept the consequences of their own 
behaviour. 

Language development is the 
foundation for all social interactions 
and is strongly interdependent with 
your child’s brain development and 
cognitive development. The 
development of language cannot be 
viewed in isolation. It is strongly 
connected to your child’s overall 
development during the first years of 
life. We focus on helping children 
develop language skills because so 
many important developmental tasks, 
including reading and writing,  are 
connected to this.   One of the most 
important predictors of children’s 
future success as readers is the size of 
their vocabulary at age five.  

50/50 Program 
There are numerous benefits 
to learning more than one language.  
We offer the opportunity for children 
to participate in our excellent 50/50 
program, whereby children learn 
through both English and  French. 

However, language acquisition takes 
time. Research shows five stages of 
second language acquisition which 
can take one year to achieve. 

Reading and Writing 
In both the English and 50/50 
programmes we have progressive 
guides for teaching reading and 
writing, including phonics. It is in 
Nursery 2 when children will be 
formally taught phonemes (letter 
sounds) alongside the written 
grapheme (letter). 

The Learning Environment 

“We place enormous value on the role of the environment as a motivating 
and animating force in creating spaces for relations, options and emotional 

and cognitive situations that produce a sense of well-being and security” 

Loris Malaguzzi, Reggio Emilia 

In the Nursery the environment is recognised as playing an active and 
integral role to making learning meaningful. We provide a safe, happy, 
purposeful and inspiring learning environment for all children in which they 
can play, learn, investigate and explore. 

Our environments are carefully planned and resourced to offer 
opportunities to explore, discover and grow.  We provide a wide range of 
open-ended resources, including natural and reclaimed resources to 
inspire curiosity and investigations.Our spaces are adapted to suit each 
age group. 

Outdoor Learning  
We have a beautiful campus and have also drawn much inspiration from 
the Forest School ethos developed in Sweden in the 1950s. We seek to 
encourage children’s independence, engagement and learning through 
positive regular access to rich outdoor environments.  

Our Curriculum and Projects 
Our approach is dependent upon a holistic view of how children learn, and 
is supported by a developmentally appropriate, playful early years 
curriculum based on children’s interests and motivations. 

Projects can develop from children’s own interests and from teachers’ 
research questions. Children and teachers develop projects together, each 
learning during the process, and in this respect our curriculum is emergent 
and co-constructed. This means  that although we have a fixed curriculum 
we  use it as a guide  to support teaching and ensure our projects cover the 
traditional ‘subject’ areas.

http://www.trinitydc.edu/continuing-education/2014/02/26/importance-of-language-why-learning-a-second-language-is-important/
http://www.trinitydc.edu/continuing-education/2014/02/26/importance-of-language-why-learning-a-second-language-is-important/
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